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promise of chastity which they made at the receiving of their
holy orders, HIS HIGHNESS in no wise minding that the
generality of the clergy of this his realm should with the example
of such a few number of light persons proceed to marriage with-
out a common consent of His Highness and the realm, doth
therefore straightly charge and command as well all and singular
of the said priests as have attempted marriages, as all such as will
hereafter presumptuously procede in the same, that they ne any
of them shall minister any sacrament or other ministry mystical,
ne have any office, dignity, cure, privilege, profit or commodity
heretofore accustomed and belonging to the clergy of this realm,
but shall utterly after such marriages be expelled and deprived
from .the same, and be had and reputed as lay persons to all
purposes and intents, and that such as shall after this proclama-
tion, contrary to this commandment, of their presumptuous mind
take wives and be married, shall run in his Grace's indignation
and suffer further punishment and imprisonment at his Grace's
will and pleasure.1

III.THE KING'S PROCLAMATION FOR UNIFORMITY IN RELIGION

[April, 1539.]

The King's most royal majesty hath been informed that great
murmurs, malice and malignity is risen and sprung amongst
divers and sundry of his subjects by diversities of opinions, some
of them minding craftily by their preachings and teachings to
restore into this realm the old devotion to the usurped power of
the Bishop of Rome, the hypocrite religion, superstitious pilgrim-
ages, idolatry, and other evil and naughty ceremonies and dreams,
justly and lawfully abolished and taken away by authority of
God's word, and to allure the people again to the same.   And
some other taking and gathering divers holy Scriptures to con-
trary senses and understanding, do so wrest and interpret, and
so untruly allege the same to subvert and overturn as well the
sacraments of holy church, as the power and authority of princes
and magistrates, and in effect generally all laws and common
justice, and the.good and laudable ordinances and ceremonies
necessary and convenient to be used and continued in this realm,
1 For note on text see App. I, Notes.